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Farm to School Feature Stories 
Columbia County 

Shelbi Jentz, Nutrition Educator and Forager for Columbia County Farm to School, wrote in 
to let us know about the fantastic events that took place in the county for National Farm to 
School Month. Among the highlights were making hydroponic parsley planters at Wyocena 
Municipal Days, Tomato Harvest of the Month events in several schools at the Portage 
Public Library, and serving local sweet potatoes, green beans, tomatoes, and apples in the 
Wisconsin Dells School District. Farm to school events will continue past October with a 5-
week after-school cooking class in November at St. Mary’s School. Nice work, Columbia 
County! 

 

Winnebago County  

End of September through October has been an exciting time for farm to school in 
Winnebago County, reports Sabina Bastias, Farm to School AmeriCorps Service Member 
in the county. To begin with, they have been able to promote the program through a public 
access television show, a local radio station interview, and youth magazine articles. Among 
the many events they have held, one was a Local Tomato Tasting at Webster Stanley 
Middle School in Oshkosh School District. Check out the YouTube video about it here: 
http://youtu.be/aTGvB8O9kek. 

Next, they hosted a Fall Fair at Maplewood Middle School in Menasha School District. They 
partnered with the Chartwells food service team and Apple Blossom Lane Orchard from 
Black Creek, WI. They brought in corn stalks, hay bales, large paper leaves to decorate the 
walls, and tons of squash & gourds for the cafeteria. Farmer Todd and his family talked 
about the different apple varieties and helped pass out samples and stickers. At the Fall 
Fair they had a savory and a sweet section. For the sweet selection, they had four different 
varieties of apple slices (Empire, Cortland, Honey Gold, and Macintosh) along with an 
apple salad that consisted of diced apples and celery in a honey yogurt dressing. For the 
savory selection, they “deconstructed” three-bean-salsa, by sampling four different platters 
of onion, beans, tomato, and bell pepper. We let the students try each ingredient 
individually and then all together as salsa. This provided a way for students try different 
fruits and vegetables and see how combinations of flavors work together.  
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Lastly, on Food Day (October 24th), they hosted a chef demo for the 6th grade class at 
Carl Traeger Middle School in Oshkosh School District. This event allowed AmeriCorps to 
reach out to community supporters from the Culinary Arts Program at Fox Valley Technical 
College. There were approximately 200 youth and staff in attendance. Chef Jason 
Sargeant came in to teach the students how to make butternut squash soup and gave an 
informational lesson on different varieties of squash that are available.   

Apple Salad from Maplewood Fall Fair 

Source: Winnebago County 

 

 

 

General Updates 
Farm to School Census Results Are In – Make sure that you are counted! 
Census results can be accessed online, at www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census/. If you 
do not see your school district or your information is incorrect, you can submit information 
regarding farm to school practices through November 30, 2013. 

 

Garden Curriculum Meets Science Standards – Renee Heinrich’s Blog 
Renee Heinrich, a science teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School in Wausau, 
has developed garden-based curriculum that meets the science standards. You can check 
out her blog here: 
http://scienceschoolyard.blogspot.com/search/label/farm%20to%20school 

 

Nice to Tweet You! - @USDANutrition Farm to School Twitter Chat 
Last week, @USDANutrition held its first ever farm to school Twitter chat. They heard from 

farm to school programs and practitioners across the country and 

learned how folks are bringing the farm to school. 

@GeorgiaOrganics wins for most creative tweet for sharing an animated GIF of what 
makes farm to school work in Habersham County, GA. Check it out 
here: http://ow.ly/q6Ouu.  

@USDANutrition is still hungry for more, so please keep sharing your photos, your menus, 
and your best tips for success! Be sure to follow @USDANutrition and use the 
hashtags #HealthierNextGen and #USDAF2S to keep the conversation going. 
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A fall pumpkin field trip! Source: Ashland/Bayfield Farm to School Program 

 

Webinars, Conferences and Events 
LunchBites Webinar: Farm to Food Bank to School: An Emerging Model in 
Communities Across the Country (Register Here)  
Tue, Nov 12th, 2013 at 1pm EST 
Join us for the November LunchBites webinar to learn about how food banks are emerging 
as community food hubs, connecting local farms to other markets, including schools.  

Farm to School + Extension Webinar Series Update 
On November 19 at 1:00 p.m. ET, Julia Govis from University of Illinois Extension and 
Morgan Taggart from Ohio State University Extension will discuss the many ways they are 
supporting farm to school through the development of educational resources and 
curriculum. No registration required. To access the webinar, both an Internet connection 
and telephone line are required. To view the webinar via LiveMeeting, click here. To hear 
the webinar, dial 1-800-988-0278 and use the passcode 4670194#. For questions, please 
contact Matt Benson at matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov or 202-720-6740. 

 

Farm to School Media Mentions 

Harvest time: Farmers join to provide locally grown food to area ... 

Green Bay Press Gazette 

Local schools lead statewide Farm to School movement 

Wisconsin Rapids Tribune 

Support Farm to School programs: column  
Wausau Daily Herald 

Local schools lead statewide Farm to School movement 
Marshfield News-Herald 
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Farm to School Program Growing Here 
Beloit Daily News 

Farm to School programs can combat obesity 
The Cap Times 

 

Farm to School Funding Opportunities 

Let’s Move Salad Bars to MIDWEST Schools Campaign 
Over the last 3 years, salad bars have been donated to over 400 Midwest schools, 
benefitting more than 150,000 students.  It’s easy for your school to apply! For information, 
contact Andrew Marshall, (202)-303-3407, amarshall@unitedfresh.org 

Applications Invited for Terri Lynne Lokoff/Children's Tylenol National Child Care 
Teacher Awards 

Unsung Heroes Program Invites K-12 Educators to Apply for 2014 Class Project 
Awards 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact DATCP's Sarah Elliott at 608-224-5046 or sarah.elliott@wisconsin.gov. 
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